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SReak 
NOW 

Communicate with Confidence 
Communicating with confidence means expressing yourself accurately, fluently, and appropriately. 

English in Action lessons throughout the Student Book present video clips which show students 

how to use target language in real-life sett_ings. The video is available through Oxford Learn Online 

Practice, DVD, and on the iTools Classroom Presentation Software CD-ROM. 
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Online Practice powered by oxford learn � 
Speak Now Online Practice features over 100 engaging self-study activities to help 

you improve your speaking, pronunciation, and listening skills. 
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Maximize Speaking 
Every activity in every lesson includes a speaking task to ensure students maximize their opportunity to 

develop confident conversation skills. In each two-page lesson, students learn key Vocabulary, practice 

these new words and develop structured speaking skills through the Conversation activity, study new 

functional language in the Language Booster section, and then develop either Pronunciation or 

Listening skills in preparation for a communicative Speak with Confidence activity. 
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Through the Speak Now lessons, learners evaluate their progress through role-play situations 

inspired by the Can-Do statements of the Common European Framework (CEFR). 

• e.. That s�unds fun!
A Student A: Ask Student B what he or she likes to do on weekends. 

Show interest and ask follow-up questions. 

Student 8: Answer Student A's questions. Include at least 

three things you like to do. 

B Now change roles. 

I can ask/talk about free-time activities. I can show interest. 

D Very well D I need more practice. D Very well D I need more practice. 

S4: Lam;w9eBoo·uerpaqe43. 

iii 



• Where are you from? 2 Pronunciation: Contractions 

• I'm tall and thin. 4 Listening: Listen for descriptions 

• Alice is more serious. 6 listening: Listen for personality traits 

• All of my friends text. 8 Pronunciation: Reduction of of

• I've never had Thai food. 12 Listening: Listen for food experiences 

• First, grill the bread. 14 Pronunciation: Consonant clusters 

• The service is great. 16 Listening: Listen for opinions 

• Are you ready to order? 18 Pronunciation: Intonation in choice questions 

• I have a sore throat. 22 Listening: Listen for health problems 

• What should I do? 24 Pronunciation: Syllables 

• I'd love to try that! 26 Listening: Listen for activities 

• Soccer is more exciting! 28 Pronunciation: Silent syllables 

• I can write pretty well. 32 Pronunciation: Can and can't

• I'd have to have ... 34 Listening: Listen for requirements 

• I travel for free. 36 Listening: Listen for pros and cons 

• Is the manager there? 38 Pronunciation: Syllable stress 
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Starting a conversation 

Closing a conversation 

Asking about appearance 

Describing appearance 

Asking about personalities 

Describing personalities 

Talking about quantities 

Asking about experiences 

Describing experiences 

Giving a series of instructions 

Reminding someone of something 

Describing restaurants 

Taking orders 

Ordering food 

Describing health problems 

Making suggestions 

Asking for advice 

Giving advice 

Expressing wants and intentions 

Giving reasons 

Asking for comparisons 

Making comparisons 

Describing abilities 

Making recommendations 

Expressing necessity 

Expressing lack of necessity 

Describing pros 

Describing cons 

Asking for someone on the phone 

Asking about a job 

Meet Casey, page 10 

(sONFIDENCE BOOSTER 

Describing people 

English in Action 

Learning to Cook, page 20 

(soNFIOENCE BOOSTER 

Talking about a recipe 

English in Action 
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Eric's Health Habits, page 30 

@pNFIOENCE BOOSTER 

Asking for advice 

English in Action 

Casey's Part-time Job, page 40 

(sONFIDENCE BOOSTER 

Talking about job requirements 
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Making suggestions 
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• That sounds fun!

• I'd love to go.

--

I'm sorry, but I can't. 

• Sorry I'm late.

• Did you go alone?

• Which do you prefer?

• You must get a visa •

• When is the next train? 

• I usually wear jeans.

• What do you think?

• Can you do me a favor?

• What is it used for?

• I think it's fun!

• I feel the same way.

• What would you do?

• Then what happened?
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Listening: Listen for activities 

Pronunciation: Reduction of want to 

Listening: Listen for responses and excuses 

Pronunciation: Using stress and duration to convey emotion 

Pronunciation: Reduction of did you 

Listening: Listen for preferences 

Pronunciation: Reduction of have to and has to 

Listening: Listen for prices and schedules 

Pronunciation: Intonation in a series of things 

Listening: Listen for ideas 

Pronunciation: Reduction of would you and could you 

Listening: Listen for uses 

Listening: Listen for opinions 

Pronunciation: Stress in contrastive responses 

Listening: Listen for reactions to situations 

Pronunciation: Intonation in clauses 



Talking about free-time activities 

Showing interest 

Inviting someone 

Responding to an invitation 

Declining an invitation 

Giving an excuse 

Apologizing 

Responding to an apology 

Asking double questions 

Describing past events 

Asking about preferences 

Describing preferences 

Expressing prohibitions 

Expressing obligations 

Asking about prices and schedules 

Describing prices and schedules 

Asking about general behavior 

Describing general behavior 

Asking for ideas 

Offering ideas 

Making requests 

Agreeing to requests 

Asking about uses 

Describing uses 

Asking for opinions 

Giving opinions 

Agreeing with opinions 

Disagreeing with opinions 

Asking about an imaginary situation 

Discussing an imaginary situation 

Describing a series of events 

Confidence Boosters 82 

Waiting for a Friend, page 50 
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Talking about an itinerary 
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Describing objects 

English in Action 
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• Starting a conversation

• Closing a conversation

t I Vocabulary 
A Look at these conversation topics. Check(,/) the people you would talk to about these topics. 
,, . ·' I I I I: :,:opics 

\ 
'' Friends Family Anyone Noone 

money 

school grades 

personal problems 

hobbies and interests 

home life and family life 

marriage and relationships 

• B PAIR WORK Tell your partner which topics are OK and not OK to talk about with specific people.

Example:

A: I think it is OK to talk about hobbies and interests with anyone.

B: I agree. It's not OK to talk about money with friends.

21 Conversation 
co1 f) A Listen. Where is Nicole from? Who did Brian travel with? 

Nicole: Hi. How's it going? I'm Nicole. 

Brian: Pretty good. My name's Brian. 

Nicole: And where are you from? 

Brian: I'm from Canada. And you? 

Nicole: Brazil. 

Brian: I went to Brazil last year! 

Nicole: Really? Wow. Did you travel alone? 

Brian: No, I went with friends. It was fun. Listen, I'd better get going. 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation.

co1 O c Listen. Write the two extra sentences you hear in the conversation. Practice the new conversation. 



3 I Language Booster 
A Notice the different ways we start and close a conversation. 

Hi. 
I 

My name's ... 
Hello. How's it going? 
Excuse me. What's your name? 
Nice day, isn't it? 

listen, I'd better get going. 
Well, I need to go. 

I've got to run. 
It's been nice talking to you. 

See you later. 
Have a nice day. 
Nice talking to you. 
Take care . 

• B PAIR WORK Take turns starting a conversation. Find out your partner's name and where
he or she is from. Then close the conversation. 

41 Pronunciation Contractions

co1 0 A listen and practice. Notice how we pronounce contractions. 

what's 
I've 

One syllable I Two syllables 

I'm 
it's 

she's 
they've 

isn't doesn't 
couldn't didn't 

wasn't 
wouldn't 

• B PAIR WORK Complete the questions to get your partner to answer with no. Take turns asking and
answering the questions. Pay attention to the pronunciation of contractions. 

1. Aie you from--------

2. Do you have any _______ _

3. Is your best friend--------

4. Were you in-------- yesterday?

(:NLINE PRACTICE lE
:-

CLASS ACTIVITY Walk around the class and start a conversation with someone. Ask questions about 
the topics in the Vocabulary section. Then close the conversation. Talk to at least 
five people. 
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• Asking about appearance

• Describing appearance 

t I Vocabulary 
A How do you describe people? Write the words in the correct categories. 

elderly pretty height I build I age I looks 

good-looking short 

handsome tall 

heavy thin 

middle-aged young 

• B PAIR WORK Take turns describing yourself. Use the words above.

Example:

A: I'm chin and a litcle shore.

B: I am call. I also chink I look young for my age.

2 I Conversation 
CDl 8 A Listen. Who is Nathan looking for? What is she wearing? 

Nathan: Excuse me. I'm looking for my wife. 

Clerk: What does she look like? 

Nathan: Well, she's tall and thin. 

Clerk: Does she have red hair? 

Nathan: No. My wife has dark brown hair. 

Clerk: What's she wearing? 

Nathan: A blue skirt and a white blouse. 

Clerk: Is that her by the changing room? 

Nathan: Yes. I guess she wants that coat. 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation. Then exchange the blue and green words above with the
words below and practice it again. 

j Nathan: I can't find my wife. \,. Clerk: Is her hair red? \,. Nathan: Her hair is dark brown. \,. Clerk: Is that her over there? j . .................................................................. ..: ....................................................... ,· ............................................................................. ,· ....................................................................... : 
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3 I Language Booster 
A Notice the different ways we ask about and describe people's appearances. 

What does he/she look like? 

How tall is he/she? 

Does he/she have red hair? 

He's very good-looking. 

really tall. 
He's 

She's 
medium height. 

a little short. 

No, he/she has dark brown hair. 

• B PAIR WORK Take turns asking about and describing the appearances of your family members.

41 Listening 
co, 0 A Listen. Two friends are talking about people at a party. Write the correct number of the person 

in the picture. 

1. Paula

2. Reggie

3. Wally

4. Adam

5. Valerie

co, 0 B Listen again. Rewrite these sentences so they are true. Tell your partner your answers.

1. Paula is in her late thirties. 2. Wally is medium height. 3. Adam is Paula's younger brother.

ONLINE PRACTICE lilliiii.!_
'!I; 

GROUP WORK In groups of four, each person thinks of a famous
movie star, singer, or athlete. Then take turns asking 
ten yes or no questions to guess each person. 

Possible questions 

Is ... single/married? 

Is ... American/ Japanese/Brazilian? 

Is .. in his/her teens/twenties/thirties? 

Does ... sing hip-hop/pop/rock 'n' roll? 

Does ... play soccer /baseball/tennis? 

.J.) 
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• Asking about personalities 

• Describing personalities

t I Vocabulary 
A Look at these words that describe personality. Match them with the correct descriptions. 

a. confident b. creative c. forgetful d. funny e. impatient f. outgoing

__ 1. Penny doesn't like to wait. __ 4. Kerry makes people laugh. 

__ 2. Ahmed never remembers our plans. __ 5. Patricia makes friends easily. 

__ 3. Maria is always so sure of herself. __ 6. Jae-soon is always drawing . 

• B PAIR WORK Take turns describing people you know who have the personalities above.

21 Conversation 
co1 0 A Listen. How are Mary's children similar? How are they different? 

Mary, your twin girls 
look so much alike. How 
do you tell them apart? 

'"' ' And what about 

creative. They love to 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation. Then exchange the blue and green words above with the
words below and practice it again. 

f .. Ling:.Are they.very_ similar?_ .. 
}

,- _Mary: _Matllda_ls _playful. ____ 
:
>·._Ling: What's __ her_ sister_llke? .. >·. Mary:_ She's_ shy. _ _j 



3 I Language Booster 
A Notice the different ways we ask about and describe personalities. 

What are they like? 

How would you describe him/her? 

What's he/she like? 

Do you think you're patient? 

They're both very creative. 

Alice is outgoing, but Matilda is shy. 

I'd say he's/she's outgoing and funny. 

He's/She's smart, but a little forgetful. 

Yes. I 'm a very patient person. 

Not really. In fact, I can be very impatient. 

• B PAIR WORK Take turns asking about and describing the personalities of your friends.

41 Listening 
co1 0 A Listen tb descriptions of three people. Circle the words that describe them. 

I What are they like? I What else do you learn?

1. Nora outgoing shy confident 

2.Simon creative funny smart 

3. Caley hardworking patient forgetful 

co1 0 B Listeh again. Write one other thing you learned about each person • 

• C PAIR WORK Describe someone you know with one of the personalities above. 

A Check (.I) the statements that describe you. Then write 
one true and one false statement about yourself. 

D I sometimes forget things. D I don't worry about much. 

D I'm always on time . D I'm usually very patient. 

• B GROUP WORK Say one of the statements above.
Other students take turns guessing 
if it's true. 

I'm always on time. I'm never late. 

ii�1;i[,�?f fr�e!You came to class late today!

ONLINE PRACTICE 
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• Talking about quantities

t I Vocabulary 
A Which word doesn't belong? Cross it out. Then compare with a partner. 

1. I send social netw01ks I e-mails I texts. 5. I do swimming I yoga I aerobics.

2. I play basketball I bowling I games. 6. I like to go chanting I hiking I singing.

3. I wane to get engaged I married I wedding. 7. I have a pet I busy I job.

4. I take a bus I drive I taxi to class . 8. I keep a blog I homework I diary.

• B PAIR WORK Take turns guessing what you think is true about your partner. Use the words above.

Example:

A: I think you text a lot.

B: That's right. I do. I think you like to go hiking.

21 Conversation 
CD10 A Listen. What is Luke doing? What does Luke often do on his phone? 

Ellen: What are you doing? 

Luke: I'm just sending an e-mail. 

Ellen: Do you always use your phone to send e-mails? 

All of my friends text these days. 

Luke: Some of my friends text, some don't. That e-mail was to my dad. 

Ellen: So, what else do you use your phone for? 

Luke: I often use it to play games. A lot of my friends 

watch movies, but I find the screen too small. 

Ellen: Do you use it for social networking? 

Luke: Sure, all the time. Say, I don't think we're friends online ... 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the conversation.

co, G) C Listen. Write the two extra sentences you hear in the conversation. Practice the new conversation. 



3 I Language Booster 
A Notice the different ways we talk about quantities. 

Talking about quantities 

All of 

Most of 

Many of 

A lot of 

Some of 

Not many of 

A few of 

None of 

my friends 

the people I know

our classmates 

us 

text these days. 

bring our laptops to class. 

have biogs. 

• B PAIR WORK Complete these sentences with your own ideas. Then tell your partner.

All of the people in my family ... 

A few of my friends ...

Most of the students at this school ...

None of us in this class ... 

4 I Pronunciation Reduction of of

co1 G> A Listen and practice. Notice how ofis often pronounced /av/ before vowel sounds but reduced to /a/ 
before consonant sounds. 

of+ vowel sound I of + consonant sound 

al I of our classmates all of my classmates 

a lot of English speakers a lot of Korean speakers 

a few of us in this class a few of their friends 

• B PAIR WORK Practice the sentences in the Language Booster section. Pay attention to the
pronunciation of of.

ONLINE PRACTICE � 
., -.-

• A CLASS ACTIVITY Choose one of these questions or think of
your own. Ask it to as many people in your 
class as you can. Take notes on all of the answer 

How do you get to class? 

Why are you studying English? 

What do you like to do on the weekends? 
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Lesson 1: Vocabulary FRIENDS & FAMILY 

Read the conversations. What topic are they talking about? Write your answer on the line. 
In class, practice the conversations with a partner. 

1. 

money 

school grades 

home life 

hobbies and interests 

A: I want to go with you, but that's a really expensive trip. 

B: I know, but it will be great! You should come with us! 

2. 

Mother: I can't believe you are getting married 
tomorrow! 

Son: Oh, Mom. I'm not a little boy anymore! 

3. 

A: What's your favorite movie? 

B: That new one. You know! The one with that handsome actor. 
What's his name? I can't remember it. 

4. 

Student: Excuse me, Mr. Anderson. 

Teacher: Yes? 

Student: I wasn't very happy with my test. What can I do to 
study better? 

5. 

A: How many brothers and sisters do you have? 

B: I have two, one sister and one brother. You said you have a 
sister. Where does she live? 

6. ��������-

A: What time do you usually get home? 

B: About 6:30. What do you do in the evening? 

7. 

A: My friend seems angry. I don't know what to do. What do 
you think? 

B: Well, maybe you should talk to her. 

8. 

family life 

marriage 

a personal problem 

relationships 

Radio 

announcer: 

Many people have problems. But they are afraid to talk with others. How about you? Who 
do you talk to when you are worried? Call us at 555-426-8971. We want to hear your ideas. 
Later in the show, I'll tell you who most people tlk with. Oh, we have our first caller. Who do 
you talk with? 

A: My best friend. She always knows just what to do. 



Lesson 1: Reading & Writing 

Part 1 

Read the e-mail below. 

From: Martin.Ruiz@commcoll.ed 

Subject: English E-mail Buddies 

Date: August 25, 2013 

To: Amir.Aloub@schoolabroad.ed 

Hi Amir, 

I'm glad we are going to be e-mail buddies. It's a fun way to practice English. 
It's nice to "meet" you. Where are you from? I'm from Mexico. I live in a small city 
and go to university there. I like to play soccer. I also play a lot of video games. 
My friends and I go to the beach when the weather is nice. We also like to go out 
and listen to music. I live with my family right now - my parents, and brother and 
sister. My father has a small store, and my mother is a teacher. My brother and 
sister go to school. Sometimes they bother me a little, but in general we 
get along. 

I went to England this summer. It was a great trip. I met a lot of interesting 
people. Do you like to travel? Did you go on any interesting trips last year? What is 
your home life like? What interests do you have? 

I hope to hear from you soon. 

Martin 

Mark the statements T (True) or F (False). 

1. Martin and Amir are good friends.

2. Martin is from England.

3. Martin lives with his family.

4. Martin likes to play video games.

5. His parents both work.

6. He likes to go to the mountains.

7. His brother and sister are younger.

PAIR WORK Discuss the questions. 

1. Do you think this is a good way to practice English? Why or why not?

2. What information is good to send in this kind of e-mail?

Part2 

Write an e-mail to introduce yourself to a student in another country. Use the e-mail above as a model. 

Part3 

Exchange your e-mail with a classmate. How are they similar or different? 



Lesson 2: Vocabulary FRIENDS & FAMILY 

Part 1 

How do you describe people? Write the words or phrases below in each category. Then add three more 
to each category. In class, talk about your ideas with a partner. 

elderly pretty short tall thin young good-looking handsome heavy middle-aged 

Looks Build and Height Age 

Part2 

Complete the conversation with your own answers. In class, practice the conversations with a partner. 

New teacher: So, what does your mom look like? 

You: 

New teacher: How tall is she? 

New teacher: Does she have black hair? 

You: 

New teacher: Thanks. When I see her, I will know who she is. 

Part 3 

Write the questions. In class, practice the conversations with a partner. 

1. 

A: 

B: She's in her late twenties. 

2. 

A: 

B: No, he's very thin. 

0 



Lesson 2: Reading & Writing FRIENDS & FAMILY 

Part 1 

Read the article below. 

Don't I know you? 

When Greg Harper was 18, he went to 
college. He liked his classes and met a lot 
of people. One day, he went to a soccer 
game. One of his friends from high school 
was there with a young woman. 

"This is Anna. She's in my biology class;' his 
friend said. "Anna, this is Greg. We went to 
high school together:' 

Anna looked at Greg. "Don't I know you?" 
she asked. "But your name is Gary:' 

Everyone was confused. Anna knew another 
student named Gary. Like Greg, Gary was tall 
and had dark hair. He wore glasses. He was 
young, and Anna thought he was handsome. 

"In fact;' Anna said. "You two look like twins:' 
It turns out they are twins! Both Greg and 
Gary were adopted as babies. They didn't 
know they had a twin. Greg and Gary still 
go to the same college. And they are both 
studying history. 

Complete the sentences with words from the article. 

1. Greg went to _________ when he was 18 years old.

2. He met Anna at

3. Greg is not short. He's

4. Anna thinks that Greg is

5. Greg and _________ are twins.

6. They both study

PAIR WORK Discuss the questions. 

1. Would you like to be a twin? Why or why not?

2. Do you know anyone who looks like you?

3. What famous person do you think you look like?

Part2 

Imagine you are meeting someone you don't know. Write a description of yourself. 
Describe your hair color, height, build, and looks. 

Part 3 

Exchange your description with a classmate. Do you think his/her description is correct? 
What changes should he/she make? 



• Review vocabulary from the Student Book

• Extend speaking practice outside of class

• Build language skills with reading and writing activities

• Enhance accuracy with grammar practice

• Expand listening skills with additional video activities


